EPILOGUE                                         II9
For myself I am grateful to a speaker if I remember
nothing of what he has said but something that
makes me laugh when I think of it. But really he
has failed if the story or the saying has not brought
back to mind the point which it illustrated. Now
I think you will find that any funny passage you
recall from these essays will bring back with it a
sensible idea of some value; and, conversely, any
serious idea will be connected with a good story
or a funny remark. As a test of the former, can you
recall the S.P.P.A.W. without thinking of the whole
subject of the freedom of women? And as a test of
the latter can you think of the essay On the Ride
of the Road without remembering the old lady in
the middle of the street in Petrograd? Try a few
other cases and see whether Alpha has not managed
very happily to combine truth and humour. And
can you find anything merely silly in aay of the
essays?
From some of the same young critics I also re-
ceived this comment: " He keeps to the point and
drives it in by so many illustrations." Is that true?
Read through any essay again, and I think you will
be astonished to see how many points there are,
but is it not true that they all bear on the central
thought? Now that again is a great virtue in any
writing, and for the matter of that, in speaking.
We should never forget that writing is merely a
later developed, more deliberate and more elaborate
method of expressing thought than speaking, but